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BENAIE
BRITIEH HUNDUKAS.
M. PEARCE having addressed the Senale, us pob-

listied yesterday,

ar.‘ﬁ‘waﬁn wail s Mr. President, on the 19th of
April, 1550, what is called the Nicarsgna canal conven-
fion Was s at Washington by Johu M. Clayton, then
Secratar ?&ale for the United Siwates, and Sir Henry
Lyton Bulwer, then a minister here for Great Britain.
Anapproved by the S and signed by the t
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the convention understand 1 1o include all
Awmerica, as they have now deseribed Cen-
America, The region about the isthmus which
America in but thinly setled

pravi

Cenlm
iral
divides North and Sow

hy Euaropeans their d s, and s
vet, very imperfectly known in Europe mnd in the Uni-
ted States, and there is an ever recurring confusion of
names, & in apt 10 happen in such cases. The name
Central America, employed in the convention, has a dou-
ble senne, & geographical sense and a political one, and
these are widely different. America i divided geograpihi-
cally into North America, South Ameriea, nnd Ceniral
America, Central America, geographieally, is that part
of this great continent which lies beiween nnd conneets
North America and South America together. The name
w applied in this sense in the dueri‘]:lmu quoted by the
senalor from Ohio, and 8o geographical Central America

and tmnsmitted 10 Great Briwin, it contsined, swong
otbers, the following provisions, viz:

“ ANT 1 The governments ol the Unlted States and Grent
Britain hereby deolare that neither the oue nor the olher
will ewer obigin or malntain for el wny exclusive control
aver the said lhly—clm\l. npreeing thnt neither will ever
erector maslutaln Buy tortifientions commanding the same,
oc in the wiciniy thersol, or oecupy, or futtly, or polonize,
Of MANUIMD, OF SXRICis noy dom/{nion over, Nicnragos,
Costa fRiom, the Monquio gomst, or any part of Centin
America ; nur will eliber muke use of any protection which
wither atfords, or ey aifad, or noy allisnce whioh eilbe
has, nrm‘}y fave, toor with any State or people for 1
pur, ainin ob fio

Sorifpiog, o commring leurayive, Cost |

Bilw OuBAT, OF a0y part of Centra Ameriou,

ar umulddm dolmluon aver the same ; nor

Homren or Goent Britain take ndnm:un ot
i or |

i ?lh- Moug
:‘au.i'.'b‘:.“&'d
i ¥, OF use Any

m oither may posseas with moy Swie or government
through whoss territory the amid cansl may pass, or the

urposs of megairing or bold direcily or Indireotly, for
fn eluizens or lnh}'au ol mmu any rights or advantages
in to commurge Or vavigation through the said canal
which shall not be o samie Wrms 1o the eius

on
zris or subjeots af the other." X
* Ant.vi. The contraoting purties, in this convention,
10 frvite every Stae with whivh sither or both have
ml‘rlhmunmn. W onter intn stipulations with them
similar to those which they have eatered into with each

other, to the end that all other States mny shars in e
: adv n:l having it . 11ou lwgilr. ::t

snch geneml interest und inportance as the cuna rein

oonte ! And the vnnﬁ:'ouug parties Lkewlse nyree

that shall snter into treaty stipulations with such o
vai Ameriran Siates, us they may doem ndvisuble,
for the pur » of more etfeotually carrying out the grest

o lih econvention, namely, that of constracting and
maintalning the suid cnoal sy ship eommunicution be-
tween the two oceans, for the benefit of mankind, on equal
terms to all, and of proteeting the same.

“ Apr. vir. The governments of the United Stutes and
Great Britain, having not ouly desired, in enlering into this
convention, 1o accoinplish a rticular ohjeat, but also to
sstablish & general principie, they hereby ngren 10 extend
thelr proteciion, Ly trewty stipulations, o any other practi-
cabls communicatiows, whether by canal or reilway, across
the lathmus winch conneots le‘ und Sonth Ameiica, aod
especially 10 the inter-ocernic communicatons, should 1he
saine prove 1o be practicabls, whether by cansl or raillway,

hich are now | | 1o b blished, by the way ol
‘ehuaniepec or Patnms,’—9 Siar. (U, 8) at Large,

On the 20th of June, 1550, Sir Henry L. Bulwer gave
nolice 1o Mi. Clayton that he was insiructed 10 insist in
ralifying the convenfion on an explanatory declaration
that the engagements as 1o neutral territory did not apply
to her Mnillf'l u'll'lel?elll at Honduras and its depend-
encies. On the 4ih of July, 1850, John M. Clayton re-
plied thatthe Uniied Stalen also understood that those en-
gagements did not apply to British Honduras and its de-
pendencies, and with these mutual explanations the
convenlion waa ratified, and the ratifications were ex-

Thue British settlement at Honduras and its dependen
cies consist of the 1own of Belize, on the coast of the
ibbsan sem, with a tract of almost barren and unin-
babited country, streiching inward, containing about fifiy
thousand square miles, and, as is alleged, of certain
islands lying near by in that sea, named Ruaran, Bor
ca, Utilla, Barbarat, Heleoa, and Morat, which territ
aod islands are marked in all British maps as colonies of
Great Biitain.
Oo the 17tn of July, 1552, the British authorities at
B e e At & Shiteet sntoay b
ugen had constituted those islands a distinet colony by
the name of the Buy of Tslandd” K .
On the 0th of Jauuary, 1553, the President of the Uni-
ted States sent 1o (he Sensie an answer 10 & previous cal|
for information, and thal waswer containes the notes be
iween the late Secretury of Siate and the late Beitish min-
ister, declaring the conatiuction of the convemtion which
1 bave mentioned.
The honorable senator from Michigan thereupon said
r disclosed a very ext dinary fact, to wit, that
while on ite fuce, and as was wnderstood by the Senate,
the convention includes Briush Hond and its depend
encies, it was without the knowledge or consent of the
Senate expluined by the negolators al the ratification to
exclude them ; and that thas, in derogution of the rights of
the Senate, the construetion of the ireaty was changed in
» vital point; that in this tmosaction the executive de
partment of General Taylor's adimimnstration bhad commit-

rﬂuuuh of latitede, 1t did not assert thai a'l the region
he ween (hose Lw. s In.bgln:g to Central America,
| Ll oamed dim, of Territories which
conatitmted the country so° tnignund, And | said tha

¥ |

doea not only Honduras and the British coant
with the five Ceniral American States, but also the de-
partments of Darien and Panama, and Paraguay, in New
Granade, and the whole or parts of six of the States of
the United States of Mexico,
Other ers apply the name still more broadly,
and emb the regi extending from latitade 7
deg_north 1o latitude 26 deg. north. 5
r. CHASE. I the lanalrr will allow me, I will
atate that | réad from a work of authority. That Eoglish
work describes Central America as lying between 1wo

we had a right 1o believe, when the treaty was before us,
that the term * Central America,” used ae it is need, in-
cluded all over which either of the enntroeling parties
claimed, or might claim, any jurisdiction. Of course |
il not assert, nor mean to assert, that Great Briiain in-
tended simply to exclude hersell from that portion of
counlry over which she had no jarisdietion ; and I am
sure the senator from New York does nol mean to repre-
sent me a8 making such a siatement,
Mr. SEWARD. | will read from the printed speech
of the honorable senator from Ohio to show the opinion
of the authority which he quoted, The Senate will then
judge whether he corrected me or himself, That
senator saul :
“ Now, lor the purposs of showing what the British au-
thorities ar that time concelved o be inoluded within the
limits of Central America, 1 wish 10 read an extract {rom =
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Clayton to the convention until the 8ih of J

Iy compected with it. 1t bas been

¥ in-
stant, when dni proclaimed it as u d hen obe
1ained throogh the President’s communicalion.

The ratification was made on the 4th of July, l‘m;
On the 14th of that wonth the President u
o lj;mgrm 4 communication, whick contained (hese
Wor -]

“ A copy of the teaty congladed between Greni Britain
aod the Unied States in regard o Oenrral Amerios (s bere-
with submitied. [is engugemonts apply o wll the fve
Simes which formerly composed the republie of Cential
Americs sod their dependencies, of which the island of
Tigre was a part. It does not recosnise, uffi m, or denhy
the tile of (e British setlement ur Belige, which is by the
const inoie than flve hundred miles fiom the E-mpuwd oannl
st Nicaragua. The question ol the Hritish iiile 10 this
district of country, sommonly eslled British Hondaras, snd
the smsll islunds adjacent to it elaimed as ifdependenaies,
sinnds precisely as i stood before the ueaty. Nosotof the
late President’s ndministration has o sny manoer com-
mitted this governmeut to the Britsh title in that weeltory,
or say part of "

This paper guve to the senators just two years, five
months, and twenty-two days ago, the same information
which surprises, shocks, and alarms them now.

But, Mr. President, even this communication was only
& reiteration of the same information before given; foron
the 8ih day of July, 1850, the following official exposi-
tion appeared in the Nutional Intelligencer, together with
the convention then just officially promuigated: 4

* From the official publication in the preceding columnas
our readers will learn that the rwifications of the trenty
batween Grent Britmin and the United States relative
Central America, voncluded bLetween the Searetary of
Siwate nnd the Right Hon, Bie Henry L. Bulwer, the ne-
gotintors on ench side, were exchinnged betwesn the repre-
seniatives of the two governmen's in this eliy on the
fourth of this month ; -.mrthat the provisions ol thit treaty,
80 (ar us they extend, mre now the law of the land for boin
countries,

“ The leading object of the treaty appears tl; ll.mhlho estab-

whic

Prusg upon us suddenly this morning. 1 suppose it will
not be desirable for (he Senate 10 continve it now ; |
therelore move that the orders of the day be taken up,
with the understanding Ibat this subject will be taken up
again in the worniog hour lo-morrow.

Mr. CASS. | have already spoken to the honorable
rlm from Maryland, who hus no wish personally that

should go on with this debate 10-day, bui be 15 wil-

ling to let 11 go over until to-morrow,  There ure some

inatters, however, about which | wish to say a

few words, wnd | hope the bonorable senstor will with-
draw his motion.

Mr. MASON. [ withdraw the motion ; but will ask
the Senate to indulge me some ten minutes W-morrow
morning upon this subject.

. CASS. | would ask (he indulgence of the Senate
1o lay over other business, simply on the ground that &
good deal has been waid, and some misapprehension fallen
tnto 6n kome of these points; and | think, therelore, that
the antidote should go o0t with the bune,

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Manaum in the
chair.) This subject hus nol yet been disposed of, and
the senalor can proceed.

r. CASY next adidvessed the Senate. [His remarks
were publi yesterday |

Mr. DOWNS" 1 um called into this debate very un-
:&ﬂhﬂ! by remurks made this morning by the honor-
W Ifom lhﬁhud [(Mr. Prance] and the

senator irum New iﬂrll.'t Mr. Sewakp,] who
scem o have given this whole subject a very seaiching
inguiry sud scratiny, which [ have not. | shall notat-
templ at present o go through the dewils of the elaborate
arguments  which they bave made upon this subjeet
Tuere is a very good reason why 1 should not. 1 have
nol looked into the subject. | have not the means and
facilities of arming myselfl with British authority 1o de-
fend the rights of British claime, which [ should jufer,
from the very full knowledge they have upon the subject,
has been ble to them. Batl stand here as [ shall

lishment of w ship-canal across the Isth
North with South Awmerica, under the protectorate uot only
of Great Britaio and the United Sties, but of ali other na
tions which desire the right of passage through it from
ocedn (o ocean on the seme equal terms.
“In reference to political ad 1 with
that treaty, it may be remuked that all the Sisien of Cen-
trnl America prehending the | 0 sxtent of coun-
try from the helizn, comanu_n.Ty culled the Bay of Honduras,

upon all oceasions 10 delend the position which I have
taken in regard to this matler and 1o viudicate it. | re-
Joice 1o say, Mr. President, that nolwithstanding the re-
cearch and the labor bestowed upon this snhject hy two
of the ablest champioos of their parly apon ths flor, it
is perlectly ensy, even for so humble an individual as
mywelf utu_m this side of the chamber, to vindicate the

which | have already taken. The honorable sen-

down to the northern t y of New G di, is made
neutral territory. No govern ment entering into his wreaty

ator from New York, in the high-sounding notes of his

work whioh'l have belore me, It is Joh "s G Ty
published in London in 1851, a work ot very high authoci-
ty. lts description of Central Amerien is 1{1 these words :
“HOENTRAL AMERICA |0 the long and compuratively nar-
row region between latitude 7 deg. and 22 deg. north, and
longitude 78 deg. and 94 deg. west, conneoting the conti-
nents of North Sonth America, and comprising, be-
sides, the Central American confederntion, Yucamn, paris
of Mexico and New Granuda, Poyuis, the Mosguite coast,
and British Himdwras. L
* That is the description which an eminent British nu-
thority furnishes to na of Central America, That s the
deseription which we bad u right 1o believe was intended
by this treaty when it was preasented o the Senmie.”
This is geographical Central America. But it is laid
down on other maps and described by other geographers
as extending from the 7ith 10 the 26th parallel of north
latitude. That would embrace not only the Isthmus of
Tehuantepec, but the capital of Mexico, the States of
Coahutla and Ta lipas, and even a part of Texas, in
our own republic.
On the other hand, the name of Central America has a
politieal wense, and means five Siatea on the isthmus, ly-
ing between New Granada on the south and Mexico on
the norih, which, unider the names of Costa Riea, ‘Nimr:

1,

cnn Yy , lortily, of ar ¢ any do-
minion over, any i_nnof the Mosquito coast, or noy rart al
Central A nerica, from the boundaties of the Buy of Hon-
duras and Mexico on the north to those af New Grapuda on
the south. The British title to the Belise the treaty does not
in mny manner recogaise; nor does it deny it or meddle
with rl That setdement remaing in that particular as it
stood previously to the treary.'*

Senators who accuse Secretaries of stupidity, or sup-
preession and fraud, cannot be allowed 10 rlud g0

q a8 pron d the assertion that [ made,
thal in njl probability this understanding between the
British minister and Mr. Clayton was net communicated
to the President ol the United States, us a wanton as-
saull. I repel the assertion. 1 did not state it as a fact,
but suggested it ws an inference from the circumstances,
ani left it 10 the Senate and to the people to draw their
own conclusions.

Me. SEWARD. [f the senator will allow me, as I

of official expositions in the official jou

Sixthly and lastly, I shall attempt to convince the sen-
ators that they and the Senate did understand that the
convention did not include British Hond when they
approved it.

r. King, of Alabama, was chairman of the Commil-
lee on Fmelﬁ’:{lhlﬂionl. and the proper medium of com-
munication between the Senate and the Secretary of
State. The senstor from Michigan tells us that Mr.
King has stated 10 him that **after the quavi ratification
came from England, on the 20th of June, he had an in-
terview with Mr. Clayton, whe desired to know whether
the treaty ought to be seal back 1o the Senate for its ac.
tion on that conditional ratification. The only reason
for mending 1t back to the Senate was that the Senate

va, Salvador, Gualemals, and Hondurae, 1
themselves when they became independent of Spain, and
established a republic called the federal republic of Cen-
tral America, 1ln the convulsions of that region that
wnion has been dissolved, but the pame acquired by it
still hugn around those States, and they, and they alone,
are the States described, politically, in books, geographies,
and otherwise, as the States of Central America.
Now, did the convention use the name of Central
America in its geographical sense, or did they use it in
i sense ! Certainly in its political sense.
or, 1st. I they used it in iis geographical eense, then
it may us well be insisted that the convention embraces
all between 7 deg. and 98 deg. of north latirude, an that it
embraces all between 7 deg. and 22 deg. of north latnude,
and this would be to make it embrace a part of the
Umited States, which would be ahsurd.
24. The geographical Central America, whether broad
or narrow, embraces the regions which contain the rhree
celebraied passes [rom ocean o ocean, viz: Panama,
Nicaragua, and Tehuaniepec; and if that be the sense |
i which the name Central America is used in the con- |
vention, then the stipulations wre alteady made between
the two nations for the construction and maintenance of |
canals or ruilway passages ucross all these routes, Bat!
the convention, on the contrary, expressly confines (is
care to the Nicaragua route, wnd posipones to a fature |
day the making ol stipulations in regard to the two other
routes ol Panama and Tehoantepec. |
Sd. The ose of the term * Central Ametican States,” |
in \be sixth aiticle, is equivalent to snd illustrates the |
meaning of the term Ceniral A nerica 1o the first article |
4th. Tbhe convention, in describing 1he territory which |

tad & great error, unprecedented in diplomaey. And he
protested that neither the Senate nor himsel! in upproviog

understood the convention as it was thus shown 10 have | Costa Rica, and then adda, or any part of Central Ameri-  them, | respect and honor that distinguished man—nay, |
i ratifying it,and that | ca, thus clearly implying that 1t was political Central | sir, | love him.
|here. The memory of them died in the hour in which | ™

been und d by the neg:

il it had been m0 undersivod by the Senate, it would not
bave received u single vote; and in thin protest he in-
claved the b b from Alab [Mr.
who ut the time was chairman of the Commiltee on
thrlldltm; and he alleged that that gentleman
bad 1o0ld him that he had supposed until that duy toat the
project of necepting the Queen of England's qualifieation
of the construction of the treaty had been abaodoned,
and that the cogvention stood withont such gualification
on im original provisions.

is 10 be made neviral, names 1wo ol the Central Ameri- |
can Siates in the vicinity of the canal, Nicaragua and |

| America that was intended.
It was, then, not geographical, but pelitical Central

wonorable senaiors must have understood it when they
!m;r:ovnl it, unless we suppose them 1o have been wo in-
Jd- rently inlormed that their opinions were of no value,
which is not 1o be supposed for a momeat.
. 4. | shall eadeavor to convince those honorable sen-
ators that their memories are still forther at fault, and
| that when they approved the convention they did not an-

wight have not u i the convention us not inelud-
ing British Honduras, and go might object 1o the ratifica-
tion of it, as thus explained by the negotintors, The cor-
respondence between Mr. Clayion aod Mr. King tells
the result:

Juvy 4, 1850,

Deax sin: 1 wm this morning writing to Sir H. L. Bal
wur, aud while aboot to decline sltering the trenty at the
time of exchanging ratifieations, | wish 1o leave no room
for a charge of duplicity lt:tlll our government, sueh as
that we now pretend that Ceniral America In the treaty in-
cludes British Houdurna,

1 shnll therefore say to him, 1o efleet, that such conatrue-
tion was not in the contemplation ol the negotiators or the
Senate at the time of confirmation y | bhave your per-
mission o that the tras understanding was -xgi:lnnl
by you as chairman of Forelgn Relations, to the Seonts,
bufore the vois was taken on the tremty 1 1 thiok it due 0
[rankness on our part

Very truly, yours,
JUOHN M. CLAYTON.

To Hon. W. R King, U. 8 Sennte.

Jury 4, 18560,

My pran sir; The Senmte perfectly understoon that the
tremty did not laclode British Honduras,  Fraokness be-
oomes our government ; but you should be careful not 1o
awee Any #xpression which would seem 0 recognise the righe
of England to any pordon of Honduras.

Faihtuliy, yoar obedient servant,
W. R KING.

To Hon. Jous M Cravros, Secretary of Suate.

8o the proper orgaw of the Senate reporied that Ih:']y
rfectly understood that the convention did not inclode
ritish Honduras, The accasing senators will not im-

peach the chairman, and if they do [ shall not go with

| have received injuries—many of them

ihey were commitied. But | have received kindnesses—

ING.] | America, that was incladed in the convention, and so the | benefits, 10o0—and many ol these were received at the

hande of Willam R King. Not one of these shali perish
in my memory aniil | give an secount of thew o his
Creator and mine. And now, since those honorable sen.
ators have so broadly assumed to speak for us all, the
will not now deny that they did not know what we all
= perfeetly undersiood.”

Just what Mr. King advised was done by the Secre-

The honorable senator from Lovisiana [Mr. Dowss) | gerstand it to inclade British Hondoras or the Belize un  tary, He 100k effeciual care not 1o use any expression

said that he thonght the whole object of the con-
vention was toget the British out of Central America,
and that it was only on assurances given by Mr. Clayton
himself that this was the effect of the convention that hie
olbers, 80 [an as he knew, voted for it
honorable senator from Ous [Mr. Cuase] quoted
from a geographical work the (ollowing deseripion of
tral Amenica, and affirmed that be and the Senate un-
derstood thaiall the region thus described was included
in the convenuon, viz :

# Contral Ameriea Is the long and pomparstively nar
row reglon betwoen latinde 7 deg. and 22 dex wih
and longitade 78 deg. and G0 deg. wesr, conn W the
continents of Novth snd South Ameroa, and com prining,

the Central American comfederation, Y ue

of Mexico nind New Girnnnda, Poynis, ihe Mosquin const, | separnted {rom Britwh Honduras just as plainly and as  the 4th, and died on the 9th of July.

and Britiah Hondoras™

The honorable senator from California [ Mr. Weriea)
declured that he was sstonished 10 hear the senrtor {rom
Louisiana say that he was surprised at anything, bow
ever stupid, that might ba done by the late Secretary of
State, Mr. (’:hmu.ud that e (Mr. WerLen] had never
known Mr. Clayton to have any connexion with aay
public affair in which he did not show himeell exees-
rively stupid, to say the leas'.

Mt. President, | shall endeavor to show that these

censures are gronndless, and nointentionally uojost.

First. Graatmg, but only for the sake of argument,
that the facta stated are true, [ shall show that the trans-
action is not unprecedented in dipl y.  The oth
article of the treaty of Goadalupe Hidalgo, as signed hy
the negotiators, was strack oul by the Senate, and an
other was sabstituted in i siead. The Congress of
Mexico refnsed 10 ratily i1, becanse i1 had thue been
changed, as they said, ina vital part. The Secrstary of
Siate, Mr, Buchanan, by direction of the President, Mr
Polk, without ihe consent or knowledge of the Senate,
signed and delivered a protocol, declanng that the sup-

and mubstitation was »ot understood by the
nited Siates (o diminish whal had been stipuinted
belore, and therenpon the treaty was ratified, and the
tions were exchangel. | do not say here that that
Iransaction was wrong, or that, whether wrong or rght,
it justified Mr. Clayton, Al do say is, that eves if Mr.,
‘s misconduct has been such an s alleged, it ls,
nevertheleas, not unprecedented in diplomaey.

Secondly. | whall attempt to show that the memories
of the complaining senators are at fanlt, and that neither
the whole nor the chiel object of the convention wan not,
ulh;wrn(rmn they then anderstond, to gel ihe
British out of Central America.  The preamble declares
ita object 1o be 1o set forth and fix the views and inten-
tions ol the two natione with reference 1o any means of
eommunication by ship-canal which may be constiacied
between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, by way of the
river San Juan de Nicaragun, and either or both the lakes
of Niearagna or Managua ”  This preamble, together
with the quotations from the eonvention betore made,
show ihat the Toited Staies had a very different object
from that described by 1he senators, unless we are 1o sop-
pose that the Unined Staies had reslly in view & partial,
narfow, mnd selfish objeet, while thay held ot 10 the
other prty and 10 the world that they had in
view u different, bromd, comprehensive and beneficent
vqg which, of course, is to he sdmitted.

irdly. | think the ies of the h ble sens-
tors are st fault agein, and that they did not when sp-

| Great Britwin equally claima to own British Honduras by |

ita dependencies, which are the same |

lake “Central America,” (he name Honduras also
has & geogeaphical senme and a political sense. Geographi-
el Honduras is all Honduaras from the borders of Salva-
| dor 1o the Caribbean sea, and includes Spansh Hondu-
|ras and Britsh Honduras—just as the name Viginia
lung siood for the whole Atlantic border fiom Carolina
| to Camada ; but polirical Honduras is the ancient prov-
ince of intendency of Spanish Honduras, as it was when
it mepataled trom Spain, and breame the Siate of Honda-
ras, and entered that federal republic of Central Amenca ;

< | tion, and a8 it bas remaned hitherto, and is now the

S ste of Hondurus; anid that State, in every book or 0K -

| brondly as Kentucky is divided from Virginia, or Ala-
bama from Georgin, while British Honduras is in every
|nur.h book and atlas matked and designated with the |

| inlands belore mentioned as & British colony —sometimes
by the name of British Hoodutas, and sometimes by the
name of the Belize,

I konow, indeed, that Spain to the last insisted that |
Gireat Britain had only & partial and limited right of oc-
| capancy, bat | koow also that Spain still claims all
Central America and all Mexico, and all South Awmeri-
ca, and even Texas, | know that the Siate of Hon-
duras set up the pretensons of Spain, and still jo-
wsists upon them. | do pot say that they are not just |
shinll be glad of they prove so; bat | know wlso that |

ubwolute nght, and that mlihowgh she has two or three
times beey Hy disy 1 in the varying for-
tunes of war, she has so claimed it sinee 1607, and has
held it andistarhed since 1799, the period of our own ac-
k ledged wnal independ .Thclhllzrwnl
Brivsh town of two thousand five hondred people, and |
with e adjacent mrimz has been & colony near two
handred years, governed by British authority and oceu-
pied by & Brivsh garcmon. [t is ecclesiastically connect-
ad with the British diocess ol Jamaica, and from 1547 1o
1550 the United States maintained a consul there, whao,
with their consent, received his exequarur from the Conrt
of St James, o short, practicaily, the Belize is as much
® British town and Briugh Hondurns as moeh & Britab
calony 10 the knowledge of the whole world, as (uebee
and Canada,

Now, who sopposss that Great Britain intended 1o re-
foance that 1w, post, and oolony nnder the vagoe and
equivocal term of * any part of Central America ™ No
one! Who sapposes that the Unied Swtes stipulated
for such a renuncintion in terms so vague aad unseriain |
Noone! Itis not so that Briwin resigne, of the United
Niates take dominion.  The terms ** any part of Central
America,” then, did not inelude British Hondaras, and o
the honorable senators mnst hawe wnderstosd | the
knew the mmcal eondition of British Honduras as
nave described it That eondition was knowa here, for
on the 10th of May, 1516, a senator stated in debate here,
|huafwr companies of Rritish troopa had  marched from
the Belize into Yucatan, and that this was the act of the
eolomial muthorities of Great Botain at the Belize, and he
who made that statement was no other than the honara.
ble senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass |

oo, Hut waiving, for argoment’s sake, all the points
thus far made, | shall next show that the senators were |
not ignorant of the construction offieally given by Mr.

which should seem 1o recognise the vight of England 10
the portion of Homluras—that is, 1o Housh Hondaras—
whieh she possessed.  That right remamns just as it was
before.  Good or bad, it is not made woise or better by
the wrealy.  Asto ihe Bay of Islands, if it wan in fact a
depeadency of Brinsh Honduras on the 4th of July, 1850,
then the formation ol & colony there is not a violation of
the convention, [ it was not then in fact & dependency,
| then that transaction is o violation of the treaty. But in
sither case it his nothing to do with the present question

The senator from Lowisiana, [Mr Dowss,] in the very

and as 1t came ot of that lederal republic on its dissolu- | Wwantonness of censure, has soppossd 1hat not only the |

enate, but the lute President, (renernl Taylor, was kept
in ignorance of the condibons of ralifieation—and this

| 4
i, parts | raphy, and on every map, in every atlas, is divided and | vpon the gronnd merely that General Taylor sickened on

But the Commities
on Forewgn Relations now appear to have konown those
conditions on the 2%h of June, and the Piesident may
be presumed 1o have been introsied by the Secreiary with
a fact that wan officially commanieated 10 the Seoate,
Whatever else inight have been the errors or misforiunes
of that administeation, want of muisal confidence be-
tween the Seeretary of State and his distinguished chief
was not one of them. They stood togetber firmly, un-
divided, nnd inseparable to the last

Storms of [setions (rom within their awn party, and
from without, hesst them, and combinations and coali-
tions, in and out of Congress, nsesailed them with a de-
gres of violence that no other adminiairation hss ever en.
connterad.  But they never yielded nnd never faliered for
an hour. They went on firmly and flemly united together
i their great work of consolidating the then newly ex-
tended republie, upon the foundations ol universal lib-
erty, and bliskingite comt tal power on the found-
alons of commercial interesta and réhablican systems
The administration which they conducted was beaten
down not by human hands, nor by haman words, nor by
human votes; bul it went down only under a providen-
tml visitation, that if it had pappened on the field of
Monterey ot at Buena Vieta, would bave either forever
lost of long postponel the exiension of our borders to the
shores of the Pacific ocean. Those who have profited by
political changes, consequent on that sad event, may listen
unmoved 1o the censares which [or two years past have
howled, and still are howling equally around the Secretury
of Stte in hin retirement, and over the veteran and war.
exhausted Presideat in his grave  Let me, on (he other
hand, who had some hamble gﬂﬂmn af their conlidence,
and knew their fidelity to each other, and to their conn-
try, petform, thoogh it may he alone, the daty of vinai.
catirig them againat the clamors of prejodice and error.

And Jet me say 1o the se from Lonlsiana, and 1o
the senator [rom Ohin, and even 1o the senator from Mich-
igan, that, long as their careers respectively ﬂll{ be pro-
traeted, even, as ! hope they may, 1o the ende ol natural
lives, in ripened age, and trae and devoted as [ know they
are, yel that it will be happy for them, and for ua all, i
oven then they shall have established ciaima iipon the al-
{eetion of their eountry, and the gratitude ol mankind,
equal 10 those which were perfocted in that ndminisira-
tion, (wroken off in its seventesnth rm.‘mlh.J bl lsely eon-
ducted for that short period by Jubn M. Clayton, the yen.
erable ni' Del e, nnd ‘presided over by
Zachary Taylor, the heto who indicated wnd opened 1
way ol the American armies to the conquest of Mexico.

Me MASON. This subject ia one nol only possessing
intrinaie importance, but it 1 important on aceount of the

know he have a desire to misunderstand me, al-

though the difference in the terms may not be material,

I will state what I did say. | said it was wantonness

of censure, and not & wanlon assault.

Mi. DOWNS. | onderstood the senator to say that |
had made a wanton assault npon the Seeretary of State.
| made no sssault at ali. [ siated no fact. 1 suggested
what was very probable under the circumstances—the
sickoess and death of the President ; and with all the re-
search ol both gentlemen, with all the knowledge which
they seem to have upon the subject, neitlier of them has
ventured to nssert (hat this identical fact was ever com-
municaled 1o the President. The tor from Mary-
Innd [Mr Prarcz] has said that it was communieated o
the cabinet. [ repeat that T did not state it as a lact, but
as a mere suggesion, prompled by the circumstances with
which we are all familiar,

But, Mr. President, while that senator is 8o anxious to
charge anather senator with an attack of wantonness, he
ought to have been very careful that he did not hurl
back upon himself the very same imputation of making
charges against senators here which were full of wan.
tonness. Bul he has done that very thing, and he did it
when he ssid that the fact of this communicaton be-
tween the British minister and the Secretary of State was
kuown to the Senate. [ deny it Will the geotleman
now, upon his word, say in lus place that that fact was
communicated (o him as a senator ! He has not stated
it yet, and | very much doubt whether he can.

M: SEWAHD. Ans the honorable senator appeals to
e, | wish 1o smy wpon thal subject, that in my argu-
ment upon (hat point | relied upon the letter of Col. W. R
King, which stated that the Senate knew the consiruc-
ton which was given 1o the treaty. With regard to the
other, [ did not otfer mysell ua u witness 1o say that the
Senate was informed on that sabject. | only say, that
for mysell [ knew this understanding of the construc-
lion ef the treaty personally and individually.

Mr. DOWNS. Whatever the senator may have known,
his recollection seems to have been very saddenly re-
f {reshed upon this subject | for the other day when 1 ad-

dressed & few words 1o the Senate, and sugeested that
no member of the Senate so understood i1, e gid not
| correct me, alithough | believe he was present.  His rec-
ollection must have hrightened very much since.

i Mr. SEWARD. The honcrable senator will allow
me to remind him that when he sal Jown the other day |
arose 10 take the floor, but | was anticipated by the hou-

| orable senator from California, [Mr. WeLikn,] who

| moved an adjournment.

Mr. DOWNS., lam sorry that | am so ofien inter.
ted by the gentleman,ns my remarks must be very de.

sultory, The only ground upon which the honorable

segator rests his conclusion that the Senate must have
known the fact of thie ecorrespondence is, that some
| document was aflerwards, at some subsequent time, sent
to Congress which intimated somet ing of this kind
What senator can suppose that every document sent here

i wt all times |,mr!nflr in the mind of every senator ?
How many immense volumes of docoments are annoally |
gent here, which are less likely to be speen and knpwn
here than by persons elsewhere ! Senators here have
somethin Jn to do besides coning over all the docu-
ments which Mr Clayton or somebody else sends here,
to inquire into the minnte allegations of lacts which they
|r.m:ln|n Therefore, whatever doenments may have been

sent in alierwards, or whatever allusion may hove been
made 10 this sabject alter the matier was all over, when
the Senate no longer had power over it, and when the |
attention ol senators was not called 1o i1, it dows not by |
ANy means ra‘se the presumption, or it ought not to, that |
senators perfectly undersiood the matter ; and this is
equivalent 1o what | stated the other day 1 think there
14 little foundation for inferring, or Bupposing, or convey-
ing the idea to the country, hat because the faol was
5mmmuniutm o Colonel King it was also communi- |
ented to the Senate, There was no occamon for Colonel |
King's commumcating it 1o the Senunte, for the treaty wis |
nol then before (he Senate  The treaty had been ratitied in
May; it had been gent to Eorope and had come back for
an exchange ol ratiication. [t was long alier the ireaty
was before toe Senate, und of course they bad nothing
more to do with it. Woen the goestion was rased by |
the British minister the treaty eould not come before the |
Senate. Colonel King eould not bring the matrer before |
anyboly but the President ; and it was not incambent |
upon bim 1o ran around and el r\reﬁmw of the com. |
munications which e had had wih Me Clayton, and |
presume he did not  Therelore, | think the whole argn i
ment of the senator that this fact must have been known
t0 the Senate rests upon no solid fonndation, wnd that the |
1::.: body ol senators—| presume neatly wvery one of
them except the gentleman himael{—were uniwware that
any sueh understanding as this did exiat.

f‘;ui. sir, there nre many senators here who were here
then ; and mince the gentleman seems to have sach peco-
liar knowledge, | might call upon every senator who
was here then 1o say il he at that time knew of this cor-
respondence which had taken place betweeu the British
minister and Mr Clayton. 1l they did know it, sir, |
was perhaps very moch halind all the rest in not know.
ing the facts which were known 1o others. HBuat there
wus nohody here, l'lﬂ'ljll the gentleman himaell, who did
know that tact; and [ think [ had & right 1o infer that
the faet was not known 1o the Senate, and 1 had a right
10 oxpress the astonishment which I felt at the constroe.
tion which had been given by Mr. Clayton to this treay.

The senator from Maryland and the senator from New
York have taken n very strange conrse to prove that the
construction which we place upon the trealy s an er-
roneous one | and that is, that the Briush government
at some time or other did have some sortof a claim 10
cut timher or do semething else in Central America,
\ﬂho ever denied that 2 | never did, Sothey claimed a
right 1o a portion of Oregon ; and they claimed, before
this treaty was made, certain righta on the Mosquito
coual ; hut by the treaty of Washinglon they gave up the
one, and by this treaty they gave up the other. | would
ask gentlemen 1o say why they eosuld not jost as well
have given up their right to Britieh Hooduras aa they
did in the trealy of Washington their right to Ovegon, or in
this wery treaty their right 1o the Mosquito _coast,
Therefore, prove what you please about the Brtish
tight, | care not what [t wes, il they gave that right up
they had a right to doit, nnd that is the flwnlmn before

it was 80 understood by the Senate and by the conntry at
the time

| than any other senator in this body

rn. I contend that they did give 1t op. contend that

But, Mr. President, the honorable senator from New

e

TO OUKR SUBSCRIBENSD

The naiwe of po person will be sutered spon eur books, unless e
peyment of the subscrip b made 0 sdw

Distant subseribers may forwerd us money by lether, he plalige o
whileh will be pald by us, ol all risk sssused by ourseives in s sal
s

The COUNTRY PAPER ls published Ui weekly durlug e ses
whons of Congress, and semi-werkly dusing the recons,

Bubscriptons for & period Jess than & yeur will be recclved on
Lerws propordoned Lo the sbove snnusl retes.

(= POSTMASTERS we suthorized 10 el &8 Gur sgonis | sad, by
wending us Five DAILY bers, with o0 d | or mve
SEMEWEEKLY subweribers, with §28 enclosd ; of vive WHEKLY
subsoribars, with §10 enclosed, will be entitied 10 one copy of e
sanie odidon ne ey Murmish ue subscribers for, gratis,

— at g

York has discovered something conpected witl this
Irealy 'hlch. he thinks s conclusive that it had nolhing
to do with Central America at all ; and that is, that 0
u;a camble which e read it il:o“ud that the object
o v Irealy wias 10 negolbale aboul a mige thiough
the inthmus. Now, Mr  President, | d nr:l‘ know l:r-
fore that the title of w bill or that preamble of & ealy
was 10 give the construction 1o that bill or treaty, es-
L»:r.m]l M there are other provisions in the bill or treary

youd or different from the title or preamble. But if the
gentleman bad read, not the whole of the trealy, but the
very first article—the first which ns the
firet great idea of the treaty—he would have [ound thal
there was & great deal embraced in ihe treaty besides the
negotintion in regand to the pussuge through the isth
mus. | will read that portion which both the geotlemen,
with all their research, took good care not 1o read, The
first article of the treaty is as follows:

“ The governments of the United Swres aod Great Brisin
bereby declare that neither the one nor the other will ever
obtwin or maintain tor sell any exelusive contrel over the
siid ship-cunal § agreeing bt neither will ever eroat or
maintain any fortlications communding the sawe, or ln the
vieinity thareol, or gocupy, or foriily, or colonize, or assuime
or exercise any dominion over, Nicaragua, Costa Riea, the
Mosquiuw cosst, or any part ol Ceatral America; nor will
elther make use of aoy protection whioh either affords, o
Ay ‘ul”l:d' or sny alliwnce wh}:rh elther has or may have,
Lo or with an TRl ur peopie, 1 pose ol erectin
oy nllinllll.ll{i“.ll ] nl‘: . il = e ol : g
forufytog, or mﬁ: ! .
quito coust. or any part of Contrnd Amerion, or ol wssnmin
or exeralsing dominion over the seme ; nor will the Unitec
Staten or Great Brimin tuke sdvantuge of wny lnthinucy, or
sllimoee, connexion, or intuence that slther may
with uny Staw or government through whose terr |-
lurﬂ suid cannl may pass, lor the purpose of moquiclog
or holding, directly or indirestly, (o the eitizens or the suli-
jeets ol the oue, nny righis or advantages in regard o cou-
rerce or navigation through the said cuonl whigh shall not
:.r: airn:_ed”nu the swine termy o the citizeas or subjects o

® other.

The senator from Maryland b

diflerent minor States, which he says are embraced in Cen-
tral America, und has contended that the treaty applied 1o
d, and

enumerated (hese

lution of the permissive and special mc:rum nllz -
ized by the Crown of Spain; und [ showed how,
course of lime, il crn ty he the intersst of i to
regard the Briush encioachmenis, and how Grest
consalidated her ;..nne‘r in Honduras. lA‘w the -—
and ngntof her elaion, | said nothing. | repeat ity
;- leave it as Mr. L‘.llytunhm:;!a w0 l-;u i, mlf:
ming nor denying any right reat Britain—leaving
Juist o it was, a matter of fuct, without the sanction
s treaty or the sanction of bis acknowledgment.
il that had not been the ease with that
of which the senutor had been a supporier.
M1, Tolk's recognition of the authority of
over this territory called Belize, or British !
But the senntor from Michigan said he was yet 10
Abat, by the appointment of & consul o the we
En_n any soit of acknowledgment 1o the title of t
fitain to l‘h‘n country
Mr. CASS. My remark was in reply to the honorable
sﬂlﬂlnrpl}:r;mRLN;w ;iiurk. Y
r. PE 'K Bt itapplied equally to what 1 said.
I stated iv to show that M T u!,vup; h. recog -
nised the authority of Great Britain over this tary.
Mr. CASS By the apprintment of the consul.
Mr. PEARCE. Yes Bot I will read to the Senste
the commission of the consul, signed by President Polk ;
and inasmuch as the senator from Louisiana thinks that o
reference cannot fairly be made 10 something written
ot muing it in fal L will 40,99 oo il
“ The President of the Unitod States (o all who shall see
thew prasenis, greeting
“ Know ye, that reposing special trust and confidesos in
the abilities and integeity of Christepher wld. of
New York, | bave nominated, and by aod with advice
and eonsent of the Senaie, do appoiat him coosul] of the
United States of America for the port ol Baeligs, in Hon-
duras, and sugh other ports as shall be prarer than
o the residenee of nay other consul or vieo conul of the
Unired States, within the same allegiance ; and do authorize
wocl empower him to have and 1o hold e sid .
and toexercise and erjoy all the rights, pre omlu.lﬂ!.:nprlv-
iloyes, aud nothorities 1o the same of right sppertaining,
duarlng the pl ol the President of the United States
for the tine being—he demanding and recelying no fees or
of otlies whatever which shall npt be expressly

them only. But here these States are y
then the general words, “any part of Central America,”
are added. ls not thet broad enough to cover the whole,
including British Honduras, especially when it is proved
iy British authorily, as quoted by the honorable senator
from Ohio [Mr. CHask] the other day, o be included in
the term Central America? | would ask the geatleman
lo explain what is meant by the words “any part ol
Central America,” ufier enumerating several Slates, if it
was not meant to I]ppii' to these several possessions ’
That was the natural inference from those words. We
must understand language as the world generally under-
stande it. 1 shall not go into & minute avalysis of what
is meant by ?aluiul or geographical Central America,
or anything of that kind. | lake the plain import of the
language and ask, was not the construction of the Sen-
ate, und of all parties, at the time, that t words were
intended to embrace the whole of Central America, in-
cluding British Honduras | always supposed that they
had some meaning in them, and were intended 1o have
some meaning ; otherwise the great object of the lreaty
was lost.

1 know that memory is fallible, and that | am as liable
a8 any man to be mistaken in the recollection of facts.
But the circamstances under which this treaty was made
were hrought belore me in such a way as 1o impress them
peculiarly n?m my mind. The treaty was not communi-
cated to me for the first time after it was formed and was
1o be ratified; but when it was under negotiation, Mr.
Clayton himself brought the projet of it, with all his maps
and his explanations, and showed it to me, as he did 10
many other senators, as he wished to be assured that
everything was right. This was very natural. There
was a democratic majority in the Senate. He knew that
we were more careful than the whigs on any question re-
lating to cessions of territory and other lerritorial questions;
and it was natural that he should consult the democratic
members of the Senate in regard to the trealy. | was
consulted before the treaty was migned. Some verbal
suggestiona were made ; and 1 lect distinetly now,
as [ stated the other day, that in regard to the expression
** Central America,” the question with me was whelher
it did embrace ail. [ do not pretend 1o give the precise
words that pussed beiween us, but 1 recollect distinctly
that, after hearing Mr. Ciayton’s explanations, my mind
was fied on that subject, and | voted for the treaty.
Let the gentlemen then not take the preamble, but let
them take the treaty and look atit. | thiok that justifies
me in the exp ol astonishment which | made the
other day in regard (o a construction of the treaty so dif-
ferent from that which was understood at the vime.

Mr. PEARCE. | was one i those who did not hear
the remarks made by the senator from Lowisiana the other
day. My only knowledge of them is derived from 1he
newspapers. | found in them the report of his rpeech,
and in that report, referriog to the letters of Mr, Clayton
and Sir Henry Bulwer, he said :

* By examiniag [t they will see that there s & very great
probability thwt Me. Clayton aeted in this matter on hisown
aathornty, withoot consalung even the FPresideat or the
cabinet."

And then | found that, assuming as & fact what before
he had only inferred, he said, *Why did he not consalt
with the President » o answer 10 thal assumption ol
the senator, | mated that | was authorized to say he
b conferred with the President and with the cabinet;
and 1 might bave added, as | do now, that Mr. Clayton
informs me that his course had the approval of every
one of them. That is derived from no E':him authority.
What the senator meant by British authorities 1o which
I hive access more than b If, | know not. I have no
intercourse with British authorities; nor even the honor
of an acquaintance with the British miniswr, But | know
what authorities | have had access 1o, and they nre just
such as that senator might have relerred to, if it had been
his pleasare to consalt the Congressional Library. They
are documents pubilished by the government ; volumes ot

| the statutes; the publications of the day; official letrers

communicated to Congress by the President, and works ¢ f
standard anthority, :ﬁn-.mer printed in Eogland or else
where.  Sir, | donot know that | huve any more affection
for ** British antharities,” or for the British governmén!
Perhaps, indrod.i
have us moch reason asany one else for a bitter prejudice
agalnst Britain and the British. | need not allude further
1o my personal bistory for the purpose of enforcing this
remark,  Bat | will sy that | huve no other feelings than
those of a loyal American, and that [ yield to no senator
i the purity and fervor of my devotion to my eountry,

It is wery true that 1 did not resd the section of the
treaty 1o whoch the senator from Louisiana bas referred,
but | believe it was read by the senator from New York
It was unnecessary for me 1o read it, beeause 1 alluded dis-
unetly 1o thal very language npon which the senator bases
nis «
ing is ditferent from that which he gives 10 §t. | supposs,
e all diplomatic negotiaons, in ail politieal controver-
sies, when we speak of the divisions of the eaith we
speak of political divisions, unless something ars 1o
the contrury. | said that there was a political division
called Central America, which had been a united federal
government, under that title, which incloded the five
States which I eonmerated, and | siated that it was 1o
that Central America that the ireaty referred, and only 10
that | certamnly never supposed at the lime the treaty

wae ratified that the object was to expel the Briush from |
| do not |

uany possessions which they had in America.
pretend tosit i judgment upon those who thought other.
wine, Every senator in welecome o think as he pleases
The senntor from Lonisiana avowa his recollestion with.
out any responshility 10 me as | avow mine without any
responsibility to him.  Bat [ believe that the argument is
with me—that political Central America is that which
was meant ; aod that this view is confiemed by the enu-
meration of the two sabdivisions of that politieal arrange-
ment mentioned in the first article.

1'te senator from Michigan referred, by way of illus.
tration, 1o Germany and the German empire
not koow that there is any difference between the bonnda.
ries of Germany and the German empire,  Lhe political
divimons of the German empire, about forly in_number,
form all Germany geograph 'l& idared, The case
supposed is not at all pnrl[lul with that of Centeal Amer-
ien Andwo ltaly, thongh geographically ona country, is
not ao politically, being divided into several Sta es and
Kingdoms in nowise d by alli or political us-
sosintion.  Se that we coulid not speak of lialy asa politi-
eal organization, nor make the comparison which the
senator endeavored 1o force into his argament

Rut, sir, the senator spoke of the treaties by which we
wettled dispntes in Ovegon, and also on the northeastern
frontier. Weo wers contestants there.  Both the United
Sttes and Great Brtain were claiming the same tern
tory ; in the ooe case on the northeastern, and in the
other on the northwestern frontier, Wa were parties in
the disputes, sach cluiming ; and we settled the contes:
by exmel (reaties defining precisely our limits, and yield-
g in each casen part of what we claimed, Thowe are
very ditferent cuses (rom the nt. We claimed no in
terest in Central Ameriea. ® had not the shadow of
n claim there, | have never andertaken 1o say how good
the Litle of Great Britin i to the possessions which she
Lolds in that region.  But [ did undertake to show, from
historieal anthority, that et title was obtained by a vio

| declaring that *'the Senate

umwent, and | wndertook to show that its mean- |

Bat | do|

watubiished by saine law of the said United States  And [
do heeby enjoin all captains, masters, and commanders of
*hips und othier vessels, wrmed or uparmed, salling uonder
the Hag of the seid States, us well as all othier of their eiu-
zang, to ucknowledye and consider him, the said Christo-
pher Hempstead, necordingly., And | do hereby pray and
requast ber Britannlo Majesty, lier governor, uur arm,
to permit the said Gunostopher Hempatsad, ully and peace-
uhly to any:{ and exercise the said ollice withont viwr
auflering 10 be given nnro him, any molestation or trou i
but, on the contrary, © afford him all p r oounténance
nnd nssistunce—I1 offering to do the same for all those who
shall in like manner be recommended 1o me by her said
Majesy." <

Mr. CHASE. What book is that?

Mr. PEARCE. It is Executive Document, volume
10, 1849 and 1850, I

Mr. CASS. That is the standing form of the commis.
gion—a de facio acknowledgment,

Mr. PEARCE. DIrecisely. It wasade facle acknowl-
lgment of the ity of the British government to
grant an exequatur, and iherefore an nowledgment

of her jurisdiction de facto.

Mr CASS. | would ssk the senator if he uﬁmgl
that the same form was nol used in regard to the Mexi-
can and South American provinces belore their inde-

ndence was acknowledged, and also in n o
sreece ! It is a de facto acknowledgment of the state
of things, withont conceding the right atall, [t isnota
diplomatic recognition,

Mr PEARCE. Tuatis all Mr. Clayton has _done.
He has recognised the de fucto exintence of the British
authority within those imita. The exequatar in this case
was from the British government. Here is the letier of
Mr. Hempstead informing the Seeretary of State that he
had received it : :

“Siu: Permit me 1o inform you that my commisslon,
together with hor Britannic Majesty's ‘exequatar,” has at
length arrived, und | have commenced to uct us United
Sintes consul for this port.*

That is what was done in that day, which it seems
hardly any of us muy now venlre o question. I do
not intend to do it but [ desire to point out thn.mlruQ
between the wes of Mr. Buchanan and My, Clayton.
Mr. Clayton recalled this consul. He did not choose to
give even that sanction 1o the claim of the British au-
thorities. He withdrew thie sanction of this government
80 far as he could do so by reealling the consal.

‘The {form ol hn;uafc emplayed 15 nothing more than
what is always used, [ suppose. It is precisely that, |
presume, which would be louod in the commission of the
cousul 1o Liverpool. But forms are somelimes things ;
and a# you would not pray an exequatur of any govern-
ment except thut which exercised jurisdiction over the
place to which the consul is sent, 50 Mr. Polk’s com-
mission to Mr. Hemjstead admita the jurisdiction of her
Bri'anmic Majesty, whom and whose *governors and offi-
cera" the commisaion prays 10 allow Mr. Hempstead to
“exercise peacesbly and fully” hias office of consul.

| need not occupy more ol the ume of the Senate. |
rest the late Secretary’s delence upon his letter to Mr.
King, the then chairman of the Senate’s Commillee on
Foreign Helations—their proper organ—and his reply
rlectly understood that the
treaty dil uot include British Honduras.”

Mr. BORLAND. Uqne word only, sir. | shall not go
into the discussion ol the merits of this question : not
shall I undertake 1o say what was the dgpinion of any
other senator at the time this treaty was ratified.  Dut as
an appeil has been made to the Senate gemm”r o say
what was the understarnding, 1 respond to it so far as 10
say that my understanding was precisely that ex-
irremd by the senators from Michigan [Mr Cass] and

rom Louwsiana, [Mr. Dowss ;] and that il any other un-
dersianding was expressed upon this fioor, I oever heard
of it untl this discussion sprung up.  So much for that

| voted against that treaty ; not, sir, in reference (o this

rucular guestion in reference 1o the extent of ihe

titlsh possessions there, or whether these possessions
were rightiully beld. [ voted against it for two reasons
First, because | recognised what is usually called the
Montoe doetrine ; and for that reason, without being in-
conmistent with mysell, as | coneeived, | eould not recog -
ise the nght of Great Britain 1o negotiate with o8 a= to
thie possession or bolding of provinees of any kind in
Central America, or upon this eontinent, &mﬂlz, I
voted aguinst it becavse | would never, by my vole, bind
the United States 10 abstain lrom the aequisition of ter-
ritory in that direction or in any other. | deem it just to
say this lor mysell, and becavse | know that il represents
the upanimons voice of my constituents. -

Mr, SOULE. There are [acts connected with the his-
tory of this proceeding which seem 10 have over-
looked by those who have preceded mwe, and which |
deem it my duty to place betore the Senate. | was amon
those who voted for that treaty. [t is but natuml that
should be anxious, as well as my colleagues who have
wpoken upon the subject, 10 state with what motives that
vole was thios given, [t will strike the Senate, and [ am
sure it will sirike the eountry, that there is something
highly significant in the fuct that two months alier the
treaty had been ratified 11 was deemed, by the British
minister, necessary lo have some explanation ns to the
meaning of it hence could his suspicions arise !
What had transpired between the date of the ratification
of the treaiy aud the date of this correspondence that
should thus have aroused the suspicions of the British
minteler, is & question which naturally suggests isell 10
the consideration of any one who will bestow the least
attention upon the subjeet.  To my mind, it shows con-
clusively that something of the secret o& our delibera-
tionw here had gone out, and might have produced in the
mind of the Brush representative here that sospicion.
And what was it, Mr, President, that conld thus have
created that siate ol feeling in the breast of the British
minister ! 1 ghall state it in a very few words,

While the trenty was being negotialed, nome ten or
twelve senators, and | among them, at the requeat of the
then chairman of the Commitiee on Forsign Relations,
met at the room of our President pro tempore, 10 hear the
rewding of that treaty, then in em b:* o. And, onaccount of
the opinion enterizaned by some of the members present
ms?mu have some more particalar acquamtance with
the localities mentioned n the ireaty, | was especially
desired and requested 1o bestow every attention upon (he
reading of the paper. When the obnoxious article was
read | could not but remark that alihough this wording
in the ordwary transactions of lile might seem fuli; -i::
wfactory, that although 1t woald hardly admitol a g“ ¢
AN 10 its Bearing and import, yet inasmuch as the o z:f
was to deprive h".ml.-uu: nlh all IDI'HIT:DIIG:I’ 1o set ':z i
tight 10 any portion ol the connl A
|h‘nuuh| it would bave been better 1{:! ’il]t'r;::ﬂ::‘;f;
should be conched in rx' m:s:\l;l;l:ll;r “F':“i ihat artiels
my colleagues against he da 1
|l1y".l! m:ﬁmun m whieh it stoml. I recollect, sir, and

senlleciion in we (resh inmy as il i date
‘::;';fl:uyu:onlny. that it was remarke mbl l!ls'lt-

who bad assembled that Whalever obacarily lnere
mnh m 10 be in the article was o be atiributed 1o an
e l-":;mn the pert of the British minister 10 protect
‘;":{nn-[ o of Hogland, and toa desire upon the
ot g layton o indalge him o that very natural

Mr. "
‘J.‘S;.”-.' that England felt that she was foread into & sort of
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